X1X-CENTURY   CLINICIANS
Clinical Medicine in Dublin, Paris, and Vienna
The two most eminent physicians of the Irish Medical School
were Robert Graves and William Stokes. Both were the sons of
Dublin professors, and both graduated in medicine at Edinburgh.1
ROBERT GRAVES (1796-1853), whose father was Professor of
Divinity at Trinity College, Dublin, spent several years in post-
graduate study on the Continent. In Italy he enjoyed the friend-
ship of J. M. W. Turner, the famous painter ; and in Austria he
had the unpleasant experience of being imprisoned as a German
spy, so complete was his mastery of that language. On returning
to Dublin he was elected Physician to Meath Hospital, where he
introduced the system of clinical instruction which had impressed
him on the Continent, namely, that of assigning patients to the
charge of senior students, who were responsible to the physician,
and who reaped the benefit of his criticism and advice. Graves
was subsequently appointed Professor of the Institutes of Medicine
(Physiology). He contributed a number of papers to the Dublin
Journal of Medical Science, of which he was editor, but his chief
literary work was his Clinical Lectures on the Practice of Medicine
(1843). The book had a deservedly high reputation. It was
translated into French, with an introduction by.Trousseau, who
regarded Graves as a " perfect clinical teacher." The name of
Graves is sometimes associated with exophthalmic goitre, which
he so clearly described. One of his reforms was the elimination
of starvation, purgation, and bleeding from the treatment of
fevers. Instead, Graves advised that plenty of good food be
given: he even suggested as an epitaph for himself the words,
" He fed fevers.53 " Nothing/' writes Sir William Hale-White,
" has done more to improve the treatment of disease than Graves's
Clinical Lectures"
Graves's colleague on the staff of Meath Hospital and his life-
long friend was WILLIAM STOKES (i804-78).2 He" was the son
of Whitley Stokes, Professor of Medicine at Trinity College, and
a well-known member of Dublin society, William took his degree
in Edinburgh in 1825, and that year, whilst still only twenty-one
years old, he published a small treatise on the stethoscope, in-
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